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STANDARD. 
Novelty follows novelty in rapid succession at 
the Standard. We have recorded how Mr Toole 
bas been succeeded by Mr Phelps, who in turn 
was succeeded by Mr Buckstone, and now Ma- 
dame Celeste has appeared, to be in turn replaced 
by Mr Sims Reeves on Thursday next, and on 
the Monday following by Mr Sothern. ‘The |atter 
gentleman is engaged for twelve nights, and will 
give his representation of the swell of modern 
days, Lord Dundreary. He is to be followed by 
the reappearance of the great tenor. ‘The praise- 
worthy efforts of the manager need no commend- 
ation. The piece selected for the appearance of 
Madame Celeste was the late Stirling Coyne’s 
drama of ‘The Woman in Red,” which with its 
stirring action and pathetic story told with una- 
bated effect on the patrons of the theatre. Ma- 
dame Celeste’s impersonation of the mother, 
whose child is stolen to supply the place of 
another, is full of pathos and energy. In the 
scene where she recognises her daughter, grown 
to womanhood, and is unable to gain her confi- 
dence, a dramatic and telling situation was ob- 
tained. The lady was twice summoned before 
her friends. Miss Leslie was interesting as the 
daughter. Mr Douglass has now for the benefit 
of his patrons placed the attendants in a smart- 
looking livery, a boon that appears to give satis- 
faction to many visitors, who by this means are 
never at a loss to find their way to their seats. 


THE SOUTH KENSINGTON LECTURE 
THEATRE. 

A third acoustic trial of the new hall attached 
to the South Kensington Museum was made on 
Wednesday evening. Mr Cole, addressing a 
crowded audience before the commencement of 
the musics] test which had been planned for the 
occasion, explained that although the building was 
intended mainly for lectures, it had been thought 
expedient to try it fully by various other sounds 
than speaking. Vocal music has already been 
tried with complete success, and Mr Ella has now 
devised certain experiments with stringed instru- 
ments, the pianoforte, and the clarionet, his object 








being to note more exactly the “ lateral vibration” 
caused by agents of sound that bear certain re- 
lations to the organs of human voice. Less 
scientific observers of the various phenomena of 
sound evoked by Mr Lazarus, M. E. Vieuxtemps, 
M. Buziau, and Miss Henry, the audience in 
general, were content to find that they heard with 
a satisfactory clearness Haydn’s Quartet in G and 
it seems to be a conclusive fact that the construc- 
tion of this hall or theatre on the principle that 
sound ascends, and that the stage or platform 
should not be a stage ora platform but rather a 
sunken floor overlooked by tiers of benches 
rising on a steep incline, is good in practice as 
well as in theory, 





Mr Felix Rogers and Miss J. Willmore have 
appeared at the Waverley Theatre, New York, in 
‘* Pygmalion,” and Miss Marriott opened a brief 
engagement at the Theatre Royal, Canada. Tur- 
ner’s Opera House, Ohio, has been entirely des— 
troyed by fire, as has also the new Town Hall, 
Gloucester, Massachusetts. Miss Scott Siddons 
has brought her engagement to a close at the 
National Theatre, Washington. Mr R. Stephens, 
well-known as Uncle Dick, an impersonator of 
old men, died on May 17, of consumption. Mr 
Neil Warner is at Niblo’s Garden. “ The 
Tempest,” after a run of fifty-one representations 
at the Grand Opera House, has been withdrawn 
to make way for ‘ Patrie.” 

Tue Great Balloon.—M. Yon, the director of 
M. Giffard’s great balloon, expects to have the 
balloon in readiness for its aerial voyages again in 
about a week. It was not seriously injured by its 
recent journey into the Vale of Aylesbury, the 
only damage sustained being a cut about two 
yards long, made by the rustics, with a view to 
letting out the gas, before the persons despatched 
from London to take charge of it arrived, 

A new piece is in rehearsal at the Alexandra. 

Mr M. Abrahains, the lessee of the New East 
London Theatre, announces his benefit for Satur- 
day next. “9 

A new mezzo-soprano singer has been creating 
some stir in Paris. The Lady’s name is Mdlle 
Rosario Zapater, and she a native of Spain. 
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THEATRE ROYAL, EDINBURGH. 

TuHIs theatre opened for the summer season 
under the direction of Messrs H. J. Loveday, J. 
B. Howard, aud F. Dowling, on Monday even- 
ing, the 14th inst., when the “ Octoroon”’ was 
revived, in which Mr W. Sidney made his bow 
in the character of Salem Scudder. The drama 
was well put upon the stage and it was well 
acted. Miss Agnes Markham (a favourite in 
Edinburgh) was welcomed enthusiastically back 
after an absence of three years. Mr J. R. Gib- 
son (from Newcastle) also made a favourable 
impression in the repulsive character fof Jacob 
McClosky. Miss Sarah Lewis (Mrs Howard), 
who created a favourable impression on the 
occasion of Miss Amy Sedgwick’s engagement, 
appeared to great advantage as Zoe. Reece’s 
afterpiece of “ Brown and the Brahmins” gave 
Mr J. W.$Anson an opportunity of showing 
the marked improvement his short sojourn in 
other theatres has made in him. This gentle- 
man is rapidly advancing in his profession, and 
bids fair, as we have all along predicted, to 
rank high ere long as one of the best actors of 
the day. 

Fra Dravoto. 


SADLER’S WELLS. 


On Monday, 7th inst., the members of the 
North-East London Rifle Corps Dramatic Club 
gave a performance as a complimentary bene: 
fit to Miss Rosetta Vacy (a lady well-known 
in the theatrical profession) who is much 
respected for her ability and private worth. 
A most respectable audience assembled to 
witness the performance, and the programme 
contained the following pieces :—The “ Rough 
Diamond,” the * Honeymoon,” and ‘* Miriam’s 
Crime.” 

The farce was most humorously acted, the 
beneficiare filling the character of Margery with 
all the natural familiarity and good nature which 
the author intended. ‘The first interview with 
Cousin Joe (Mr R, Edgar) was admirably well 
acted by both, the droll conversation and 
the natural manner being particularly 
amusing, and drew down continued laughter 
and applause, 

“The Honeymoon” is a favourite play with 
the ladies, and on this occasion it was much 
better acted than of late. he part of the Duke 
Aranza was done great justice to by Mr W. 
Franklin, who was splendidly dressed for the 
character, and who had given much study to 
the author, making all the prominent points 
tell well with the audience. Lis bearing upon 
the stage was free, easy, and we may say dig- 
nified, and bore the resemblance of a gentleman 
of rank and education. We do not remember 
to have seen this promising amateur to so much 
advantage before, Genteel comedy is evidently 
his forte, and he will do well to study such 
parts as Bassanio, Benedict, and Mercutio. Mr 
H. Lindo was equally good as Rolando, and was 
well up in the dialogue. Mr Stephens made the 
most of the part of Montalban, and the Baltha- 
zar of Mr G. Burton was a nice slice of acting. 
Much credit was due to Mr Charles as the mock 
Duke ; he kept strictly to the text, and did not 








make it low and vulgar, and yet he was very 
humorous and funny. Messrs Brough and Fur. 
tado were highly creditable as Campilio and 
Lopez. Miss Bevington was a lady-like Juliana, 
and acted with chasteness and ability, but we 
thought carried her spleen rather too far in the 
Cottage Scene. Her personal appearance is 
greatly in her favour. Miss M. Dudley as 
Volante, was spirited, gay and graceful, and 
got through the character in a praiseworthy 
manner. It is not necessary to dwell upon the 
merits of Miss Vacy’s Zamora ; she looked and 
acted charmingly. 

The drama of “Miriam’s Crime’ went off 
with ecldt, and Messrs Laws, Bacon, Meredith, 
Tibbitts, and Dunville (all holding offices in the 
corps) acquitted themselves in a most praise- 
worthy manner. Mesdames Vacy and Stacey 
filled the female characters very efficiently. The 
managers were Messrs Barratt and Tibbitts, 
and great credit is due to them for their perse- 
verance and attention. 

The splendid dresses were supplied by Mr 
Harrison (of Bow-street). 

The audience appeared delighted at the fall 
of the curtain, and the stage was covered with 
beautiful flowers. We ought to mention the 
great accommodation in the refreshment rooms, 
both for ladies and gentlemen. 








SHAKSPERE’S HEROINES. 





THE FAIR OPHELIA. ; 

THIS superlatively lovely character is exceed- 
ingly difficult to portray with efficiency, few 
actresses in the profession being equal to the 
dramatic power required to depict the nice 
phases of insanity in the third act; even were 
the lady gifted with this power, she must, in 
addition, have an exquisite jear for plaintive 
melody, and a sweet voice and melancholy as- 
pect to give her snatches of song the requisite 
expression ; moreover, poor Ophelia being a 
child of the north, must, perforce, be flaxen- 
haired ; indeed, Maclise paints her almost an 
Albina, Miss Kate Terry was as near perfec- 


tion in the part as any tragedienne that we can | 


remember, Miss P. Horton excepted, her genius 
enabling her to grasp the poet’s ideal with 
singular felicity; when we say that we have 
seen a score of young amateur ladies who have 
attempted the character, all of whom have 
signally failed in it, they will be neither sur- 
prised or angry with us, knowing the insuper- 
able difficulties they have to contend witb. 

It was during Hamlet’s season of sorrow that 


he sought the society of the only one person in | 
the corrupt court of Denmark that he could | 


thoroughly admire, trust, and love :— 


« Forty thousand brothers 
Could not, with all their quantity of love, 
Make up my sum.” 
“‘ Her worth (says Laertes), 
Stood challenger on mount of all the age, 
For her perfections.” 


Her perfections, he means, excelled those of all _ 
living women ; her beauty and gentleness, too, © 


he thus suggests to us ;— 
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**O, Rose of May, 
Dear maid, kind sister, sweet Ophelia !”’ 


Even in her madness he pays a tribute to her 
intellect and her heart :— 
“ Thought and affliction, passion, hell itself, 
She turns to favour and to prettiness.”’ 
Here is his testimony to her purity :— 
. Lay her i’ the earth ;— 
And from her fair and unpolluted flesh 
May violets spring !”’ 
She watched, subdued, and guarded her heart, 
like une long used to Courts and civilized life. 
Laertes’ brotherly advice to her is listened to 
with modest dignity :— 
“T shall the effect of this good lesson keep, 
As watchman to my heart.’’ 
———Tis in my memory lock’d 
And you yourself shall keep the key of it.” 
Mrs Jameson has sketched the character of 
Ophelia with all a woman’s truth and tender- 
ness. She says:— 





“ 


“ Once at Murano, I saw a dove caught in a tem- 
pest; perhaps it was young and either lacked 
strength of wing to reach its home, or the instinct 
which teaches to shun the brooding storm, but so it 
was—and I watched it, pitying, as it flitted, poor 
bird! hither and thither, with its silver pinions 
shining against the black thunder-cloud, till, after a 
few giddy whirls, it fell blinded, affrighted, and be- 
wildered, into the turbid wave beneath, and was 
swallowed up for ever. It reminded me then of the 
fate of Ophelia ; and now, when I think of her, I see 
again before me that poor dove, beating with weary 
wing, bewildered amid the storm.” 

“« __Her clothes spread wide ; 

And, mermaid-like, awhile they bore her up ; 

Which time, she chanted snatches of old tunes; 

As one incapable of her own distress, 

Or like acreature native and induced 

Unto that element ; but long it could not be, 

Till that her garments, heavy with their drink, 

Pull'd the poor wretch from her melodious lay 

To muddy death.” 


The more the mind dwells on the exquisite 
purity of this angelic being, the more it marvels 
at the surpassing genius of the man who could 
idealize such perfection; andthe more we feel 
inclined to exclaim with Laertes in his anger:— 

«__(), treble woe, 

Fall ten times treble on that cursed head, 

Whose wicked deed thy most ingenious sense 

Deprived thee of !” 

«_____ T tell thee, churlish priest, 

A minist’ring angel shall my sister be 

When thou liest howling.” 
and with the Queen :— 

“ Sweets to the sweet ; Farewell!” 


Will it be deemed an hyperbolical parallel to 
liken the nature of this pure piece of mortality 
to that of the angels? If things terrestial may 
be compared with celestial, to the fair Ophelia 
alone must we look for our conception of a 
being ‘ sainted and enskied.’ 

“Nymph, in thy orisons 
Be all my sins remember’d.” 
GAMMA. 


The first performance in England of M. Am- 
broise Thomas's ‘Hamlet’ is fixed for the 17th inst. 





Dears or Mr DatnkwareR MEApows.— 
Another of our old actors has passed away. 
Mr Drinkwater Meadows, for many years a 
prominent comedian at Covent Garden Theatre, 
where he made his first appearance as Scrub 
in ‘* The Beaux Stratagem,’’ in September, 
1821, died at his residence, Prairie Cottage, 
Barnes, on Saturday last, at the age of seventy- 
five. His last engagement was at the Prin- 
cess’s Theatre in 1862, after which he quietly 
retired from the profession in which he had so 
long preserved the esteem of the public and 
the warm personal regard of a large circle of 
friends. Mr Drinkwater Meadows had been 
for a considerable period the secretary of the 
Covent Garden ‘Theatrical Fund, the very 
responsible duties of which office he discharged 
with a zeal, courtesy, and fidelity that will add 
to the honours attached to his memory, and 
increase the regret with which his loss will be 
regarded. 

Tue QUEEN’s Views As To DAMAGES BY 
Game—-Her Majesty, having recently learned 
that one of the tenants on a property 
adjoining the royal estates on Deeside had 
been obliged, in self-defence, to protect his 
crops from the ravages of deer by shooting 
some of them, at once expressed surprise and 
regret that any farmer should suffer from 
such a cause, and gave orders for the im- 
mediate erection of the fencing necessary to 
prevent the deer passing from the royal 
estates to his lands. 

A sHOPKEEPER on a Boulevard was pre- 
sented by the police from hanging out the 
following notice thefother day :—‘‘ Windows 
to let, at 2 francs the hour, to sce the riots 
this evening.” Which is the true nation of 
a te et 

iss Kinkel, daughter of the famous German 
poet, is about to retire from the practice of music 
as a profession. Before leaving London for Bre- 
men she gives a farewell concert, at the Beethoven 
Rooms, Harley-street, on Monday, June 21. 

The opera “ Le Sept corbeaux,” by Rhiernber- 
ger, has been performed at Munich for the first 
time with great success. The composer, who 
conducted the orchestra, was recalled and ap- 
plauded after each act. 

Houtoway’s Pitus.—Spasms, flatulency, con- 
stipation.— So many persons suffer from these 
diseases that a description of them is unnecessary 
though a knowledge of the means of cure is in- 
valuable. The recommendation to take Ilollo- 
way’s Pills for the cure of disordered digestion 
will be repaid with gratitude by all whogive them 
a single trial. No medicine will so safely and 
speedily restore a deranged stomach or torpid 
liver to order. No other preparation will so 
effectually and healthily conduct digestion, so 
that spasms, flatulency, and other torments of 
dyspepsia cannot by any possibility arise, or if 
present will soon be cured. The power of these 
Pills in removing acidity of the stomach, sick- 
headache, biliousness, diarrhea, dysentery and 

debility is wonderful. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Notice To Secrerartes or AmareurR Dramatic 
Criuss.—-The members of the various clubs who 
wish to be registered for the year will please to 
forward the name of the club and place of meeting 
with secretary’s name, and 2s. 6d. in postage 
stamps. 

F. Ricnarps.—Alleyn, who left the property at 
Dulwich College, died in the year 1626. 

P. H.—We regret we cannot go to Richmond with- 
out our railway fare. 

Musicat.—Did the composer, M. Balfe, ever sing on 
the stage ?—Yes ; at Drury Lane in the year 1836, 
in the “ Siege of Rochelle.” 

A Sus.—Can you tell me who was the author of the 
piece called “'Com and Jerry?””—Mr Pierce Egan, 
who played the part of Bob Logic at the Adelphi 
in 1821. 

Notice.—We must request the following will be 
pleased to bear in mind our request made to them 
in a circularlast week :—Messrs Attwood, Wayman, 
Siddonian, Fitzgerald, Holah, Thirlwall, Lacy, 
St. Main, Barratt, Thomas, Welfare, De Vere, 
Sterling, Swinbourn. 

T. Everaty.—Apply to Mr St. Main, Dancing 
Academy, Hanway-yard, Oxford-street ; he gives 
lessons. 

Coorer.—Your notice came too late for insertion. 

Wit.iaMs, Stppontans.—Received 2s, with thanks. 

CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS, 

(which must be prepaid.) 





Six Lines ls. Od. 
Eight. . ‘ . ° e ls. 6d. 
Twelve . ° ° . e ‘ 2s. Od. 
Twenty . i . . . ° 2s. 6d. 
Across the back . Is .extra. 


Advertisements must be sent not later than 10 
o’clock Tuesday morning, Top Floor, 335a, Strand. 
N.B. All communications to be sent to the Printer’s 
336a, Strand, opposite Somerset House. 
List of Agents for the sale of the THEATRICAL 
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MACREADY, THE REGENERATOR OF 
TILK DRAMA. 
BY “GAMMA.” 
CHAPTER XVII. AND 


Wuen Mr Macready was about to enter on his 
C.G. campaign, the Editor of this Journal waited 
on him to solicit his patronage; the tragedian 


LAST. 








received him very courteously, and after enquir- 
ing about his political opinions and hearing with 
satisfaction that he was a Liberal, asked if he wag 
a family man. On Mr Bestow’s replying in the 
affirmative, he not only advertised in his columns, 
and became a regular subscriber to the Journat, 
but generously placed a private box at his disposal 
for the season, with the understanding that it 
should be occupied by his family or friends, ag 
Mr Macready had commenced his raid against 
the ‘ social evil.’ 

The writer of the present sketch, it need hardly 
be observed, has from boyhood, been an ardent 
admirer of the eminent tragedian, not only as an 
actor and manager, but as a gentleman of culti- 
vated taste and a consummate artist. 

These tracings must now be brought to a close; 
I ought, before doing so, to mention an ancedote, 
tolerably well known, perhaps, but, redounding as 
it does to our hero’s credit, deserving of iteration:— 

Mr Macready was playing at Birmingham in 
1823, and having quitted the theatre after the 
tragedy of ‘*‘ Hamlet,” and was proceeding on foot 
to his lodgings, when he approached a cottage 
in flames, surrounded by a small concourse of 
people, eager to look on, but loth to assist. A 
cry of distress was heard from within ; he instantly 
threw oft his coat and waistcoat, and with the 
agility of a harlequin, sprang through the parler- 
window, from whence he soon returned with an 
infant in his grasp, aud was received by the al- 
most speechless mother, in an agony no words 
can describe. His hat, coat and waistcoat were 
gone; he darted through the crowd, as he was to 
his lodgings. No one could tell the name of him 
who had so gallantly ventured his life ; anda 
large reward was offered to the unknown. 
Shortly after,a poor fellow was apprehended 
selling a new coat, in the sleeve of which was 
written “* W. C. Macready.” Mr M. was sent 
for by the magistrates, und identified the coat 
stolen from him at the fire. His modesty was 
now lauded more than his iutrepidity ; the thun- 
ders of applause that greeted him on his next 
appearance at the theatre, fairly shook the build- 
ing. is goodness did not stop here. His bene- 
fit was an overflow, Ile received in an anonymous 
letter a £10 note as a tribute to his courage in 
rescuing the child. He directly called on the 
unfortunate cottagers, who had lost their all by 
the fire, and presented them with that sum, saying 
he had only been the humble instrument in the 
hands of God in procuring it for them. He also 
promised to assist the boy as he grew older, and 
he fulfilled his word. 

Ilow nobly he tendered to the necessities of an 
aged lady in Ireland, who had been good to him 
in his need, was related in one of the numbers of 
last year’s JournAL [page 38]. 

Sheridan Knowles frequently spoke of Macready, 
not only with the strongest appreciation of his 
talent, but with something very like gratitude for 
what that talent had achieved for himselfindividual- 
ly; indeed with the native modesty of a true son of 
Erin, he assigned the popularity of some of his 
productions to Macready alone, claiming none of 
the glory due to his own creative mind, which 
had conceived what Macready had but embodied. 

Mr Macready, after playing 4 farewell round of 
lis favorite characters to overflowing audiences at 
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the Haymarket in 1850, supported by Miss Rey- 
nolds, Davenport, &c., took his final leave of the 
stage the following year, Feb. 26, at D. L. as Mac- 
beth, assisted by Phelps, Howe, Emery, the 
Barretts and Mrs Warner. Passing Russell-street 
about 1 o’clock p.m. I encountered a mob of 
anxious persons already skirmishing for a fore- 
most place at the doors, some smashing the stair- 
case windows of the gallery entrance and thus 
gaining admittance within the walls. His recep- 
tion may be imagined. His farewell speech was 
full of heartfelt gratitude. The public were truly 
sorry to lose their old friend and favorite. 

Mr Macready married a Miss Atkius, in 1823, 
by whom he had several childrea ; his domestic 
loses, I believe, have been numerous and irre- 
parable, death snatching one child after another 
from him with singular but terrible rapidity. 

He resided in retirement with his family at his 
spacious house in Sherborne for many years, 
doing charitable acts, and taking great interest in 
the restoration of the glorious old Minster of that 
town, but afterwards removed to Clifton, where I 
think he still lives, highly respected by those who 
have the privilege of his acquaintance. He re- 
married in 1859, but whether another band of 
little ones has gathered around him his deponent 
knoweth not. 

He may, with truth, reverse Macbeth’s sorrow, 
ful soliloquy, and exclaim :— 

———‘ my way of life 
Is fallen into the sear, the yellow leaf: 
And that which should accompany old age, 
As honour, love, obedience, troops of friends, 
I still may look to have.” 
— 
THE GIN PALACES IN THE METROPOLIS. 

TWENTY years ago the public taverns bore an 
ancient and dull appearance both in and out of 
the city, but no sooner was an alteration made 
in the law when beer-houses were admitted by 
the taking out of a license for a small charge, 
than a competition took place as to the respec- 
tability of the exterior and interior of these 
establishments, and a wonderful progress, as far 
as appearances go, has been made. These ob- 
servations have been drawn from us in conse- 
quence of the many large and noble edifices 
which are now to be seen both in the metropolis 
and the suburbs of our great city. 

On coming from the Great Nortbern Railway 
the other day, we were struck with amazement 
to observe a most splendid building known by 
the name of the Northumberland Arms, situate 
at the corner of Wicklow-street, King’s-cross- 
road. Here is a noble pile of buildings indeed, 
which may be well termed a gin palace. The 
froutage, if we include the corner, cannot be 
less than sixty feet, and the building is of the 
most modern construction, the interior being 
embellished by the hands of evidently first-rate 
artists, and bears a great resemblance to some 
of the splendid courts in the Crystal Palace, 
The building is surrounded by a balcony of ex- 
quisite workmanship, the frames of which are 
all gilt in the most costly manner. The pillars 
from the basement to the facia are of the most 
elegant designs, artistically moulded and elabo- 
rated, The facia, which bears the name of 
Strange, the proprietor (very appropriately 


named to this strange and elegant edifice), is 
beautifully written. There are six lamps in 
front of the largest dimensions we ever remem- 
ber to have seen, and they are of a very novel 
and elegant description, ard gilt superbly. The 
interior on entering the bar, has a noble and 
magnificent appearance, and over the bar is a 
spacious room capable of dining nearly one 
hundred persons. 

We were curiously inclined to look at this palace 
when lighted, which is one glare of light excel- 
lently distributed, and should be seen at night, 
as well as observing the beauty of the work- 
manship by day, for it surpasses anything in the 
metropolis of the kind, and the outlay must 
have been immense. We hope the proprietor, 
Mr Strange, will be well patronised for his 
spirit and liberality, as we hear that he is a 
worthy gentleman, and likewise charitably dis- 
posed towards the poor, and it will be strange if 
the public do not support him with liberality. 








INTELLECTUAL ACTING. 

THE intellect is now seldom called into action 
by the performances we see at the theatre. 
Macready perhaps addressed the intellect more 
than the heart ; but neither heart nor head can 
be affected by most of the acting that we witness. 
** How to breed actors” is now the problem. As 
for the provinces, they are no longer schools in 
which the education of stage-aspirants can be 
completed. ‘To suppose that the representations in 
London and the provinces, when poetic plays are 
presented, can give one an idea of completeness 
is absurd. ‘The tragedies and comedies which are 
sometimes resuscitated cannot be relished by 
highly-edueated men who have seen better things. 

Intellectual acting is very rare, because the 
stage is deficient in managers as well as in real 
authors and performers. 

Managers of high intelligence would have 
faith in the public ; but we are told there is no 
public for the Drama. 

Mr Macready’s despotism (for such it was) has 
been succeeded by Governments (so to speak) 
without a monarch or a Premier. It has beena 
“ happy-go-lucky ”’ scramble, for the most part. 
Mr C. Kean, it is true, thought that spectacle 
would revive the taste for fine plays, but ultimately 
he was a heavy loser. In truth he had not the 
genius to sustain great parts. He was, as an 
actor, perhaps about as much inferior to Macready 
as he was superior to Anderson, and the public 
did not care for his acting except in a few charac- 
ters. Nor was ever Macready (a much finer actor) 
great in the parts wherein Edmund Kean shone 
with meteoric brilliancy ; nobody compassing the 
twoin the highest tragic efforts that they made. The 
intellectual style of Macready was not exciting, 
and it was the rarest thing if he elicited 
enthusiasm. 

The school of Macready is dying. Phelps and 
Creswick belong to it; but it is not a school that 
could long endure Dillon, who is rather more like 
the elder Kean—but at a great distance—is occa- 
sionally melodramatic. The acting of King—an 
intelligent performer—is far more in the school of 
Vandenhoff. The old school of careful, scholarly 
[ acting, is still represented by Henry Marston. 
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Elocution is generally neglected by actors, who 
are lamentably deficient in the very alphabet of 
this art. We have some fine elocutionists, but 
they are not on the stage. Miss Glyn, but for 
her extreme deliberation, would be a very good 
elocutiovist ; and that she is an intellectual actress 
few will deny. 

Acting as it is would not require an elaborate 
essay. There is hardly one rising man, save in 
the lower branches of the profession. Amateurs 
there may be who have the making of real actors 
in them—but what chance is there for those who 
aspire to things beyond the ephemeral productions 
of to-day ? 

Plays in which the passions are finely delineated 
require the highest poetic power for their produc- 
tion. There is Robert Browning, a man of genius, 
who certainly did not understand the exigencies 
of the stage when he wrote for Macready. 

But a fine—a great play—by such a poet—could 
it be interpreted by an adequate amount of his- 
trionic ability would almost regenerate the 
Drama. 

Meanwhile, we have to feed either on stale 
viands—worn-out plays, or the mediocre attempts 
of translators and adapters, which cannot elicit 
the latent talent of the aspirants whose efforts we 
witness. The public, save a few inveterate play- 
goers, talk but little of the theatre, and there are 
few admirers of the dramatic art so inveterate that 
they will go where they are ‘‘ bored,” or reduced 
to feel merely contempt. Bera. 


_ > - 
DOGGISHNESS. 

A porr hears the voice of the stars,—we 
have the language of flowers, and somebody 
has talked of sermons in stones. Animals 
have their own peculiar forms of speech, 
dogs not excepted. A bark is most expres- 
sive, especially if it comes from the threaten- 
ing mouth of an incensed cur, suggesting 
barked shins. A canine neighbour baying 
out his woes to the moon in weird howlings 
in the still small hours, you meanwhile 
assiduously courting sleep, having turned 
and tossed in your bed until you have 
kneaded feathers and tick into a hard, un- 
comfortable mass, strongly suggestive of a 
sack filled with shingle, and pulled your 
nightcap—if you are foolish enough to wear 
one—over your puckered brow a few score 
times, is, to speak plainly, a horrid nuisance. 
What would you not give if that eloquent 
animal were within reach of your foot—foot 
well shod with thick double-soled boots ? 
You dare not recall the mental anathemas 
which flitted in and out of your brain in echo 
to his howls. The brute won’t be silent,— 
you can’t sleep ; and brooding over this trial 
to nerves, you doze off, dreaming that you, 
rambling in some strange place, lost your 
way,—strayed into purgatory, and was set 
on by howling fiends; in struggling to 
escape, you wake,—wake to find it only a 
dream, and—Oh, sore trial to patience !— 
wake to find that howling dog as noisy a 





— 


reality as he was half an hour ago, before 
you dropped off to sleep. Old Mother 
Hubbard’s was a wonderful dog; but he 
wasn’t vicious; rather mischievous of him, 
certainly, to shave{the cat ; but on the whole, 
as well-mannered, respectable a dog as one 
could desire. 

Iremember once entering a village on 
horse-back. A mangy-looking, brindled 
bull-dog was lying winking in front of a 
butcher’s shop. On my approach, he 
rushed out into the road, and treated me to 
a salutation which half stunned me and sadly 
annoyed my nag. In a moment or two, we 
were beset by a dozen dogs of all sizes, all 
contributing to such acanine chorus asI 
never heard before, and, as I trust, shall 
never hear again. The villagers opened 
their doors, or looked through their windows, 
and apparently enjoyed the fun. Horse and 
I walked on, as dignified as circumstances 
would permit. Half way, or thereabouts, 
down the village street, we met a waggon. 
The waggoner, blessings on his sympathetic 
heart, applied his lash to the howling pack, 
and they scuttled off, tails between legs, dis- 
mally vociferous. 

— 


A BICYCLE RACE. 


Anchor buttons, trousers tight at the hips 
and baggy at the ankles, general looseness 
about the neck, a straw hat, and a telescope, 
—these things make an amateur sailor, just as 
tight-legged trousers. a horse-shoe pin, a cut- 
a-way coat, and a white hat inclining more 
on one ear than on the other denote the 
“horsey” man, But what are the marks by 
which we are to recognize the velocipedist ? 
Amongst the people assembled on Saturday at 
Agricultural Hall to witness the bicycle race 
for a twenty-guinea silver cup we sought in 
vain an answer to this question. There were 
bicycles everywhere—rolling overhead in the 
spacious galleries, or circling in the immense 
arena, which has been carefully boarded for 
their especial use. This arena occupies the 
entire centre of the vast building. Its extent 
may best be judged by the fact that nine times 
round is a mile, and certainly the spirited 


management which has opened so grand a | 


school and practice-ground has given very 
solid evidence of its belief in the endurance of 
velocipede mania. And we saw good reason 
on Saturday why it should endure, and, indeed, 
increase. The race for the cup was run in 


nine heats, of a mile each, and the average 
speed attained was about 15 miles an hour. 
But it must be remembered that in each mile 
over the course at the Agricultural Hall there 
were not less than 36 curves to make, and 
there can be no doubt that upon an equally 
good course, without curves, a much bigher 
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rate of speed could be attained. The race 
was admirably conducted. About two dozen 
riders contended, though never more than four 


men ran in one heat. There was not a few 
tumbles, Blue and red or pink and yellow 
fouled and fell over together in a tangle of legs 
and wheels; or, in the ardour of the race, a 
luckless rider sometimes made bad steering at 
the corners, and dashed on to the wooden 
walls or the arena; but no one was seriously 
hurt, and the speed with which several re- 
sumed their seat and the race, after a resound- 
ing tumble, was as encougaging to hopeful 
beginners as the fall was ominous. It was 
noticeable that in all the nine heats, except 
the last, the winner took the lead, and always 
kept it to the winning post, and it seemed to 
us that those who sat most forward had 
greater power over their driving-wheel, and 
obtained the greatest speed. Merely as an 
athletic exercise bicycle riding is a practice of 
great value, and we expect ~ the Agricul- 
tural Hall will become the head-quarters of 
velocipeding. 


REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 
EAUFOY Amateur Dramatic Club meets, during 
B the Season, twice a week at the FLEECE, Queen 
Street, Cheapside, EK. C. All communications to be 
addressed to the General Manager and Treasurer, 
OSCAR LOUIS MOORE, 16, Wine Office Court 
Fleet Street, E.C. 
UCKINGHAM Comedy Company meet every Tues- 
day and Thursday evenings at the Club-room, 27, 
Museum-street, Oxford-street. President and Treasurer, 
Mr A. W. Donaldson : Acting and Stage Manager, Mr 
W. S. B. Gitsham; Hon. Sec. Mr C, J. Braithwaite, to 
whom all applications are to be made. 
CCENTRIC Dramatic Club.—Meetings every Tues- 
day and Friday at 7, at the Thatched House, Red 
Lion-street, Holborn, WC. R. S. Mordaunt Vaughan, 
Hon. Sec. 
MPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 
evening, at 8.30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 
Street, Bloomsbury. Stage Manager, Mr T. E, Norman; 
Acting Manager, Mr Geo. Beaumont. 
SSEX Dramatic Club, (estab. 1860,) director Mr F. 
C. Withers. Tuesday evening at the York Hotel, 
High-st., Islington. Secretary, Mr F. T. Cooke, 
Address to B. W. 11, Charles Place, Hertford-road 
Kingsland. Treasurer, Mr A. Santon. Manager, Mr 
E. Hicks. 
ITZROY Dramatic Club meets every Monday even- 
ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy- 
square. All applications respecting the admission of 
new members to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray. 


EMBLE Dramatic Company.—All applications res- 
ting Performances to be addressed to Mr ‘Vin. A. 
Stanley, Manager,260, Essex-road, (8, Annett’s-crescent,) 
Islington, N. Wednesday evening. 
RION Dramatic Club.—W. Seear, Treasurer, 372, 
Kingsland-road ; F. Carr, Acting Manager ; Bolton 
Medlicott, ry J Manager. Aegeatne, with references, 
to be made to F. Small, jun., Secretary, °6, Albert-road, 
Dalston. 








HAKSPEARIAN Dramatic Club meets on Friday 

evening, at the White Hart, Windmill-street, Totten- [ 
ham Court-road, at 8°30 0’clock. Stage Manager, Mr T. 
E. Norman; Sec. Mr Sam Thomas. 


RAFALGAR AMATEUR Dramatic and Musical | 7 
Society—meets every Wednesday and Friday even- 
ing. Acting-manager, Mr W. Temple; Stage-manager, 
Mr C, Chapman. 
Lloyd, 21, 


Apply to the Secretary, Mr C, H. 
reat Queen-street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, WC 


SINGULAR LOVE 
been a singular scandal at Moscow. A certain 
great official (who among other duties, has 
charge of the flre brigade) was very anxious 
to conclude a matrimonial alliance with a rich 
heiress ; but found considerable difficulty in 
winding up his bachelor affairs. Aclaim was 
made upon him, which he repudiated, but 
which grew in amount as the day appointed 
for the marriage advanced. At last he had to 
choose between paying a tolerably large sum 
in roubles or having his old “‘affaire de cceur”’ 
exposen. The general thereupon took a mid- 
dle course, and caused the attorney of the 
injured one to be arrested a day or two before 
the ceremony, and to be kept in close confine- 
ment until the knot was fairly tied. The 
gallant officer is to be superseded, and the 
public are looking forward to an interesting 
suit for damages for false imprisonment. 

In a bigamy case, at Liverpool, a curious 
point was raised by the prisoner. ‘The two 
marriages were proved, but the prisoner 
contended that, as the first woman he mar- 
ried was his father’s brother’s wife, that 
marriage was illegal according to the 5 and 
6 William IV.—in fact it was no marriage 
at all. He was remanded, so that the point 
might be argued. 

Tue Great Eastern arrived in Portland 
Roads, at six o’clock on Monday evening, 
after a splendid run. The cable is in per- 
fect condition, the tests giving all the results 
that could be hoped for. The Great Eastern 
will start for Brest on Sunday. 

William Henry Ellis, who was call-boy thirty 
years ago at the Haymarket Theatre, died on the 
5th, after a lingering illness, aged 43. For a long 
period he had been unable to attend to his duties, 
and he leaves a widow and daughter totally unpro- 
vided for. 

THE WORST WEATHER ON RECORD—The rain of 
terror. 

Wuy do women like stays?—Because they feel 
so-laced by them. 


Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Ant. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 
street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with 

Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform- 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume, A 
large assortment of every necessary for the same, 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr. May an order 
for an outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 
Mind tbe address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 
TO AMaTEURS. 
LENHEIM HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, holds 
450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted with Act 
Drop and Scenery. ‘To be LET for Amateur Perfor- 
mances. ‘Terms on application to Miss HERBERT, as 
above, 


SCANDAL.—There has 








\ AIPAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, Baker 
Street. —BEAUTIFUL COURT DRESSES, 
manufactured by the first houses in Paris, are NOW 
ON VIEW. 
Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 
of Horrors, 6d.—Open in the morning from eleven a.m, 
till ten p.m. 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, HIGH HOLBORN, 


AVING been extirely RE-DECORATED,'in an elegant and costly stvle, worthy in every way of their 
extensive and long-established popularity, arenow OPENED for CONCERT and DANCING every evening 
in the week. 











THE GRAND BAND, 
Under the direction of Mr W. M. Packer, will Perform, nightly, a Novel and Brilliant Programme of 
Classical, Operatic, and Dance Music, selected from works of the most renowned English and 
Continental Composers. 
N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 
Admission throuzhout the entire building—Reading, Refreshment, Smoking Saloons, &c. One Shilling. 
Doors open at Half-past Eight; Close at Twelve o'clock. 











H. TOMKINS, OF THE “JOHN BULL” TAVERN, BREWER STREET, begs to inform the 
A. Visitors of SADLER’S WELLS THEATRE that he has opened the whole of the 

NEW REFRESHMENT ROOMS 
at the above Theatre, for the sale of all kinds of Refreshments of a very superior quality, at the following scale of 


prices .— 

GUINNESS’S STOUT, on Draught, 2d. per GLASS. YOUNGER’S BITTER ALE, 2d. per GIASS, 
GUINNESS’S STOUT, in PINT BOTTLES, 6d. BASS’S PALE ALE, 64. 
PORT, SHERRY, and other WINES, 4d, and 61. per GLASS, 

BRANDY, WHISKY, or RUM, 4d. per GLASS. OLD TOM, 3d. per GLASS, 
Soda, Seltzer, Lemonade, and Ginger-beer, 3d. 4d. & 6d. 

CORDLALS 


of every description kept at the Saloon Bar, and can be had at all parts of the house, 
All kinds of BISCUITS and PASTRY fresh from DREW’S every morning at usual prices. 
CIGARS of the best quality, from 2d. upwards. 
3” A new and CONVENIENT REFRESHMENT and RETIRING ROOM has been added for Ladies in 
the Dress Circle. 


BEST COALS 24s, PER TON, AT 18, TYSO STREET, CLERKENWELL. 


PAMPHILION HOTEL, 





i OYAL ALEXANDRA THEATRE, Islington, 


27, BRIDGES STREET, STRAND, andthe ROYAL HIGHBURY BARN GAR. 
SOLE PROPRIETOR, GEORGE BRETT. |DENS.—Sole Proprietor, Mr E. GIOVANNELI.— 
— ae Where to spend a happy night.—These magnificent 

DINNERS A LA CARTE. gardens now open, brilliantly illuminated. 


HOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from $till12] Dancing on the crystal platform, the largest in Europe, 
a to an augmented band of 50 performers, under the direc- 
SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND | tion of Mr B. Isaacson. 


TRIPE, &e. By particular desire (and for six nights only) THE 


eee . ahi SERGEANT’S WIFE. Lisette, Miss Eliza Hamilton; 

WINES OF TILE FINEST QUALITY. Old Cartouch, Mr J. Mordaunt : Dennis, Mr W. C. 

HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. Chamberlain ; Robin, Mr C, Steyne; Gaspard, Mr E. 

BASS’s Ales, REID'S Celebrated Stout, and Fine} Campbell; Margot, Miss L. Collier. Mr E. Giovannelli 
feotch Ales on draught. in the WANDERING MINSTREL. 

FO MANAGERS AND AMATEURS. On Saturday, June 19th, a comedy, in two acts, with 


ees 2 ail oma new scenery, properties, and appointments, entitled 
RS WARLOW (late of the Theatres Drury Lane aT. 7? + gga sr! a » © Pd, 
and Lyceum) has a first class Wardrobe for hire. ag al og ~ _— Sn 
Town or Country. ‘Terms moderate. 16, Marquis- ‘ill 8 = ton, and the whole strength of the company 
court, Drury-lane, W.C. N.B. Balls and Masquerades. jae —" . 
— Coo TALExT CC . a no A neg en Senne Monday,J une 21st, 
AMATEURS Y TALENT, velocipedes ile for professors, half-mile fi 
\ R J. SWINDON will be happy to arrange for parts >, Merce g 5 ae Oe ee ee 
class MONDON Tt IHATRE poi omy Ei ‘one bi negra « Hampton Race Day, a Grand Gala. 
moderate, Parts open—Othello, Cassio, Lodovieo, Dake | open at a quarter to seven, performance Lo. comune at 
and Emilia. Rehearsals every Wednesday at the Globe, per Fos ; ae SS eae 


at 8. Address, Mr J. Swinpon, “ Globe,’’ DerbyStreet , 
King’s Cross , : . 9 >| Open Sunday during the summer season for promenade. 
- Admission, by refreshment ticket, Sixpence. 


CABINET THEATRE, KING’S CROSS, Admission Is., including dancing in the ball-room, 
Licensed by the Lord Chamberlain, Stage-manager, Mr Mordaunt; acting-manager, Mr 


AVING undergone some improvement may be had | Hazlewood, jun. : ; 
i b; first-class Amateur Clubs. Pupils instructed | Open for the instruction of the art and science of voloci- 
and brought out by MR DRYDEN, 7, Euston-road. peding, by two professors ; also the grounds open froin 
Elocutionary lessons by a graduate of Jesus’ College, | Seven A.M, to seven P.M. 
Cambridge. School for Scandal” in rehearsal. 


TO AMATEURS, , : 

= SAP? DFE N ‘  anet | Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o'clock 
FEW GEN fLEMEN wanted to complete the c ast bs Vickers, 317 crash,” Ot the Proprietor, Mr. W. 
for an Entertainment to take place at the CABINE Brstow. 

THEATRE. Pieces selected are COLLEEN BAWN, ‘ x. 

BOMBASTES FURIOSO, and OLR OLD HOUSE | To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns. 

at HOME, Parts open : Hardress, Cregan, Danny} aj) communications for the Editor to be forwarded to the 

Mann, Daly. and Michael Wright. ‘Terms very mode- Printer, 335a, Strand, W.C., (opposite ‘omerset House 

rate. Address E. V. WILLIAMS, 50, Westminster 

Bridge Road. : 
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